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In this issue –April 2016                Page# 
INDEX What’s where in the Communicator.   1. 
PRESSIE’S PRATTLE. A bit of an apology and new radio problems.   2. 
RALLY ROUND UP. What’s coming.   2. 
TREASURE TROVE. 49 recounts the last couple of shows.   3. 
TUCK’S TALES. No-win situation.   4. 
CROSSWORD. Last month’s crossword answers.   5. 
GREETINGS Birthday wishes to our April members.   5. 
CLASSIFIEDS Member’s sell , buy or exchange.   5.  
MEMBER”S Contributions to our delinquency.   6. 
BITS & PIECES Exactly that   9. 
MINUTES. Of the March OCM.  11. 
IN THE KITCHEN. For the sweet tooth.  13. 
CROSSWORD. This Month’s Crossword.  16. 
 
Editorial for the Communicator must reach the Editor on or before the third Thursday of 
the month for inclusion in that month’s issue.   Any and all articles are welcome, however 
the editors reserve the right to vet content suitability for publication. 
To submit articles, items for publication, letters to the editor or to ask questions of our 
technical writers, please address all correspondence to The Editor at the address shown on 
the front cover or via email to phil.48@bigpond.com   If you know of anyone who wants 
to advertise in the Communicator, space and charges are available on request, speak to a 
committee member for more information. 
 
ACRM SA Inc. c\- Chris or Phil 08 8522 6081. 
Editors  Phil Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- phil.48@bigpond.com 
  Chris Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- chris.49@bigpond.com 

  Graham Tucker 08 8523 1082  e-mail:- tucktwo@adam.com.au 
Webmaster: Adrian Menzel 08 8581 7149  e-mail:- akmen@bigpond.com 
Or via our postal address, PO Box 69 Smithfield Plains SA 5114 
 

                                      Meeting dates. 
ACRM SA Inc.  Meetings are on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month. 

There is no Meeting in December. 
March OCM 22nd. 

April’s OCM is on the 26th. 
ACRM SA Inc. Meetings are held at 3 Redmond Rd. Collinswood. SA. 

 
Gawler/Barossa general meetings are bi-monthly, on the THIRD TUESDAY of the 

month. Also no meeting in December. 
Next meeting 17th May 2016 
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I have no idea where this story is headed but hopefully it will end up as my 
article. 
To those who haven’t caught up with my apology for last month’s tardiness in 
producing the Communicator, I now offer my apologies and this explanation. 
Somehow I’d made up the mag with 2 whole pages duplicated.  The reason for 
that was computer related.  For some reason Word refused to put the pictures 
where I wanted them, so I picked an old completed mag, cleared the pages and 
copied all the old into the new, inadvertently duplicating a couple of pages, which 
weren’t obvious until creating the booklet pages for printing and, of course, 
deleting pages, meant finding new articles and-or fillers. It was abnormally hard 
to find things to fill the mag after that. 
To finish this saga, I redid the mag, to which Chris found more errors and it was 
version 3 before we could print it. 
Henceforth the meeting came and went before we finished and posted the mag..  
The only other time I remember the mag getting to the members after a meeting 
was one Christmas when Australia Post was snowed under. 
 
The ACMA’s position, as explained to me fairly severely recently affects some 
60% of our radio equipment, repeaters excepted.  Mainly hand-held equipment is 
affected. 
I’ve included the official paper elsewhere in the Communicator, and although it’s 
a bit ambiguous, I can now explain theirs and our position regarding our radio 
equipment. 
Initially the paper refers to using unlicenced channels, which does not directly 
include us, as all our channels are licenced, however the UV5R, FDC and other 
cheap import radios from China are not type approved and thus illegal to use. 
While we have made it known in the past that the use of the radios, despite all the 
good safety service they have afforded, were not to be used, they are now 
indisputably not to be used and all club radios need to be returned. 
Privately owned radios are not to be used unless, you can dig out an old TX 7000 
or similar and make sure it has been re programmed to narrowband. 
The same goes for any mobiles that come from China, It’s doubtful if any are 
type-approved, thus we are looking at spending heaps more dollars on new radios. 
 
Hopefully, before the next mag I’ll compile a list of known narrowband approved 
radios, in the meantime, contact me if you are unsure of your equipment. 
Hopefully some will become available soon.  So far there has been no update or 
replacement for the TX 7200 and Electrophone have no due date either. 

PRESSIE’S PRATTLE; Phil 48: 
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Another thing that has been made clear is licence authority.  Make sure 
you carry your ID and authorisation to use the ACRM channels. 
 
In addition to the above… Amateurs, not “F” calls, can legally own the radios but 
they must be locked to the amateur bands. 
I‘m guessing this will cause more confusion than clarity, thus I invite you to ask 
questions at the next meeting, with the view of clarifying it, to the best of my 
ability anyway. Luckily Andrew 11 is fairly switched on about these things and 
was able to straighten me out on some of the questions I raised. 
 
Unfortunately my head is still reeling over the dilemma we have found ourselves 
in and not really coming up with topics to finish this page. 
 
Completely on a different tack, we found out that our space in the Tote room at 
Kapunda is diminishing and we have been shifted along the bench another 3 or so 
metres. 

 
Once being allowed to move into the room with the scorers we were a bit pushed 
for space so we used to share a lump of bench that had old unused 
equipment on it. No the old Micro Tim is not ours. In the above picture, we have 
moved along already, to the left of Chris is the Map board and beyond that is the 
area in the first photo.  It will be interesting to see why we are being shifted again. 
 



________________________________________________________________________
_Page 1                   The Communicator, Copyright.  ©  ACRM  SA Inc                            

 
 
Please note: 
Confirmation dates: 
Lou Job Robertstown Trial 11th – 12th June. 
Beryl Pease, Clare MC Trial, 17th.Sept 
 
We were dealt a challenge this year at the Tanunda Show, thanks to being 
stripped of the use of our usual radios but it did prove that we can still do the job.  
By digging out our old TX7000’s and the odd 7200, we had ample to cover all 
gates and other important locations. 
 
 

Once again, we have attended both the Angaston and Tanunda Shows. 
At Angaston the day and duties flowed very well and I don’t think I walked as far this 
year. 

When we arrived at Tanunda, Trevor 120 had erected the Gazebo at Main and gone 
to park his car, when he called to say he wasn’t feeling well and with his history, we 
assumed he was having a sugar low, thus a sugar fix was recommended.  After a short 
time he was still feeling ill and was not able to come back to Main so John 324 went into 
main to help Jean 318, who had been stuck on her own. 

This year the horse judges, who run the horse events in the middle of the oval 
organised their own radios, thus freeing up John, who was able to remain at Main.  After a 
few trips around the course I was able to join Phil 48 at Gate One settle for a spell and 
enjoy a cuppa. 

Trevor called for me to go to the CFS display and when I got there I was directed 
to Trev, who was now being observed by St John’s personnel.  He hadn’t been having a 
sugar low and was now a bit high but more importantly he had low blood pressure and 
needed to go to hospital. An ambulance was called and I went to the Office to have Gate 2 
opened for the ambulance.  The reason, why those gates are not opened early is 
unbeknownst to us or anyone else for that matter.  It is hoped that will change in future 
years as we had many complaints from patron’s saying they went to the obvious gate first 
and found they had to walk, push prams or carry children quite some distance to get in at 
another gate.  I was freed to go back to Gate 1 for a while and base myself there. 
After giving those who needed a toilet break, just that and have some lunch, I was 
informed that Trev was ready to be picked up from hospital.  I had his car and keys so we 
were soon back at main.  CFS donated a bottle of cold water and I went to get him some 
lunch. 
The rest of the day was uneventful and we were able to pack up and leave just after 4 pm. 
Another thing was hearing our newest member, Jenny 213 on air for the first time, well 
done Jenny, welcome to the world of safety communications. 

TREASURE TROVE; Chris 49: 

RALLY ROUND-UP; Trev 120: 
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Congratulation to one of our younger members by Phil 48: 
Many years ago, we used to sell Bingo tickets at the meetings to help raise a few 
dollars for the club and we had one member who saved her pennies each month so 
she could have a fling on the lucky tickets.  She is Bianca 233, a cute kid with a 
penchant for gambling.  Her latest gamble is on a bloke she has chosen to be her 
hubby. 
Chris and I were invited to their engagement on the 27th Feb and I can tell you, 
her latest gamble has paid off.  Her 
fiancé, Drew, is a decent bloke and 
between them they are doing nicely and 
deserve good wishes for their future 
together. 

 
Bianca and Drew above and if the old bugga 
on the right looks familiar, he should, it’s 
John 232, a proud grand parent. 
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Damned if we do – damned if we don’t. 
Continuing on from the previous articles, I thought I’d mention that we have been forced 
into a no-win situation. 
 
We were initially granted frequencies in the UHF band so the equipment we had could be 
used for both and at that time there was a plethora of radios and brands available to us.  
Sure it cost a fortune to stock enough radio equipment to comfortably cover any event that 
we were asked to do safety comms for.  We relied heavily on members buying their own 
equipment to lighten the load on the club’s finances.  Then, when we thought it was a 
done concern, narrow-band was introduced and a few thousand dollars more were 
allocated to suitable equipment, including the replacement of 3 repeaters, which also had 
to comply with the narrow-band specifications, rendering the old Phillips 747’s useles. 
Not only were they no good any more, they weren’t a saleable item either, thus we 
couldn’t even recover any costs there. 
 
We faced a situation a while back where the availability of legal radios in Australia had 
dried up, leaving only imports from China available to us and after purchasing a few, we 
found they performed equally well as the gear we paid dearly for, so more radios were 
imported and our service was back to as good as ever. 
 
I guess it was inevitable, thus, not a big surprise when Phil got a visit from the RI’s a 
while ago, laying down the law and waving the afore-mentioned flyer about.  Armed with 
the new information, we prepared to put in for some grants for equipment upgrades, we 
approached the suppliers of the radios that were legal and were told in one instance there 
is no plan to replace or upgrade the TX 7200 (which was the last of the GME range that 
we were able to get.) 
Where does that leave us?  By dragging out all the old legit radios we have, mobile and 
portable, we can probably just remain a viable safety service.  However, if new equipment 
is not forthcoming, our services could be seriously jeopardised.  Latest news is that the 
7200’s may be available about mid year, so we can only hope.  Hope also that we can 
raise the money. 
If we had to back up police comms again, like we did for the Y2K roll-over, it would be 
nearly impossible to do on the same scale, where major police stations state wide had a 
monitor allocated to it and our repeaters created a link from almost everywhere back to a 
command post in police headquarters.  Then with a couple of relays set up to connect a 
few of the more remote locations, we set about proving our worth in an emergency 
situation.  Yep…We could and would do it again. 

Why are back-up comms important?  Simply put, if a glitch occurs with the power, 
it’s highly likely that phone services (including mobiles) and the GRN will fail, not just 
affecting police but all the other services too.  We are not affected to the same extent 
because our equipment is mainly 12 volt and only needs a person to change a battery or 
start a generator to keep us up and running. 

TUCK’S TALES: Graham 141: 
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Since 2000, we have installed two permanent-site repeaters, One on Mt Rufus, which has 
opened up new areas of coverage and the other is at Cleland, with very similar coverage to 
the knoll; perhaps not quite as high but coverage to the north was slightly improved. 
With the worth of Mt. Gawler now proven and the ease of access assured it is the ideal 
location to install another repeater to fill in the gaps of which we are aware. 
A prior test of our effectiveness occurred back in 1979, mainly on 27Mhz, with UHF links 
to the mobiles.  In this way we minimised traffic on the main channel, keeping in mind it 
was all Citizen Band Emergency channels, there were no private channels back then. 
 
(Excerpt from “A bit of History”, condensed version, Phil 48) 

A visit to C.F.S. Headquarters on 14th November 1979 turned into a night few 
would forget.  During a tour of CFS, we were told that the tour may be cut short at any 
time as the C.F.S. will be needed to assist at Port Broughton. 

All we knew was that Port Broughton had been hit by a storm, the C.F.S. were 
preparing to move and we had, in light of the communications problem, been asked to 
help.  Help!  Help what?  After some discussion a plan was put into action and the 
members split into groups.  Jim 27’s group went to Kulpara, where they set up a relay on 
top of the Hummocks.  Eric 38 went home and packed, then headed straight for Pt. 
Broughton.  Reg 32 opened Base 3 and other monitors put their own bases on air.  
Mobiles stood at the ready for backup situations as well.  My base was also operational 
and a direct link with 27 on the Hummocks was established on 27 Mhz & UHF.  From the 
time of notification at C.F.S. Headquarters, to set up, including Eric at Port Broughton, 
just two and a half hours had elapsed. the mobiles established themselves at various police 
stations 

Eric and Co’ arrived at Port Broughton to find a twisted mess of houses, 
galvanized iron and power lines.  They were directed to the police station where 
operations were being coordinated and were immediately welcomed.  Eric noted later, 
"We were there to help them in their time of trouble and yet, in the middle of all that 
confusion, they wanted to assist us."  In no time at all, they were set up and the vital link 
established.  Three hectic hours of passing information, to and from worried friends and 
families, had elapsed before the C.F.S. had their radio link restored and ACRM was free 
to pack up.  All who were concerned thanked us and I couldn't help thinking that, perhaps 
now, ACRM had paid its dues and we really were the emergency service we claimed to 
be.  Makes you wonder what we could have achieved if we had a repeater up and running.  
Although we had no choice then, the time wasted on relays was atrocious.  Eg. Eric sends 
the message to the relay, who then relays it to one of the bases, which in turn, relayed it to 
one of the mobiles at the appropriate Police Station.  If a reply was available the whole 
thing is reversed and although primitive, was very effective and highly appreciated. 
It was always a mystery why a power line down affected communications so badly but it 
seems the practice was and still is to connect to transmitters via a telephone interconnect.  
Thus the weak link was and maybe still is the landline part of the system.  I think but 
don’t quote me; coms are now via radio links but the GRN, in all its glory needs 
sophisticated computer software to handle the complexities that are the GRN.  Thus 
creating more problems than solutions. 
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           LAST MONTH’S 
 CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
   

      B   O    I    L        O   F    F    I    C   E   R  S 
      

    E        N         G        O         N         R       A 
 

   H   A   P    P    I   E   R         B   R   A   S   S 
    

    E        U         A         E        E          S        H 
 

   A    S   T   O   N    I   S   H   T   H   E   M 
 
 

    O                    T         T        W         R        E 
 

    E  M   E   R  G   E         V   E   S    S    E   L 
 

     D        R        O         A        E                    A 
  

          A   M   E    R    I     C    A   N    I    S    M   S 
 
 

    B        I         G          T         E         T         T 
 

    L    I   N   G  O          I    S   R   A   E   L    I 
 

     U        E         N         V        S         A        C 
 

   R   E   S    I   S    T   E   R         E   M   U   S 
 
 
 
For Sale, Hand Held UHF Radio - Motorola GP339 complete with Impress 
Adaptive Cradle charger, Headset with a PTT Button and Earphone and 
Programming Cable with a USB connection. There is no charging transformer 
with it, however you can use a GME Electrophone PS001 Charger and it plugs 
into the back of the cradle. 
It has been programmed with the ACRM and 40 CB Channels. 
Switchable Channel Spacing (12.5/20/25KHz) 
Price: $200.00 ONO, contact Adrian 423 on 85817149. 
 
Wanted to sell, buy, or exchange ads are free to members.   Please contact a 
committee member or send your ad to The Editor c/- ACRM at the address on the 
cover.  You can also email it to The Editor c/- phil.48@bigpond.com  

WANTED TO SELL, BUY OR EXCHANGE 
 

GREETINGS & 
GOOD WISHES 
Birthday wishes for April go to: 
Our two April Fools, Derek 40 and 
Trevor 120 for the 1st. 
Lynda 296 for the 2nd. 
Brian 113 for the 11th. 
Tash 167 for the 13th. 
Philip 20 for the 22nd. 
Bianca 233 for the 27th. 
If my maths are correct it is a 
Milestone birthday for Tash, who 
turns 30 this year. Congratulations 
Tash and many happy returns of the 
day to all of you. 
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Bit’s and Pieces, by Phil 48 
The obvious would be to keep giving the ACMA shit about the recent problem 
they have created for us, however, we must remain positive. 
As an aside to the problem, 141’s article prompted me to dig out a photo or two 
from the Y-2K Police comms back-up. 

On a hill known as the Knoll is a decent 
size tower, which we used to get 
maximum coverage for the exercise. 
Before we could use it though, an antenna 
had to be fixed to it. 
Luckily, that was not too hard an 
operation.  I pre-fabbed the bracket at 
home, leaving only the tricky bit for later. 
There was an internal ladder to climb and 

at about every 3 metres a small 
platform that acted as a security 
blanket to calm one’s nerves, while 
hanging precariously off the thing 
anchoring the antenna and mount 
to the tower. 
As picture two shows, I did get an 
antenna up there and affixed. 
To cut a long story short, I’m no 
rigger but with borrowed harness I 
was keen and a bit fitter 16 years 
ago so up the ladder I went, passing platforms at what seemed an astonishing rate 
and wondering what the hell I was doing, until the third platform, when my brain  
stopped the feet from climbing another inch, which is why it went up where it did.  
Even at that height, I didn’t trust the harness so I roped myself to the tower as 
well, I’d left Chris 49 and John 22 on the ground to tie bits onto ropes so I could 
pull them up as needed and I remember using a very long rope to reach the ant-
sized people on the ground, who I had to converse with via radio because it was 
too high to be heard yelling.  If I give the impression, I didn’t like it up there, it’s 
because I didn’t.  Unlike when young and fearless(or stupid), with age comes 
brains that make you think about it and ask yourself, “What-if?” 
Surprisingly we didn’t get quite the coverage we’d hoped for and a relay was set 
up on Mt Gawler to fill in a few dead spots.  From there we could get Barmera, to 
the East, direct and many small towns in between.  The exercise proved to be 
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quite an eye-opener.  I thought I had a photo of the Mt Gawler installation But 
alas, it is elusive so you will have to take my word for it. 
 
My job was dog’s body and armed with spare batteries I could go to either of the 
repeater locations if batteries faded, so I based myself on Mt Gawler, along with 
Ann 16, Malcolm 17 & Chris 49. 
 
As everyone now knows, the effort was not needed but it was not in vain either.  
Although Y2K came and went without a hitch, the knowledge gained was 
invaluable. 
Below is a photo of the ACRM caravan in a setting not unlike the set-up for the 
Y2k coms back-up.  The actual location was Wickhams Hill, we were part of a 
repeater/relay point for a round of the ARC in 1999.
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My friend, Andrea, found out that her dog (a Schnauzer) could hardly hear, so she took it 
to the veterinarian. The vet found that the problem was hair in the dog's ears. 
 
He cleaned both ears, and the dog could then hear fine. The vet then proceeded to tell 
Andrea that, if she wanted to keep this from recurring, she should go to the store and get a 
cream hair remover and rub it in the dog's ears once a month. 
 
Andrea went to the store and bought the hair remover.   At the register, the pharmacist 
told her, "If you're going to use this under your arms, don't use deodorant for a few days." 
 
Andrea said, "It's not for under my arms."  
 
The pharmacist said, "If it’s for your legs, don't use body lotion for a couple of days." 
 
Andrea replied, "I'm not using it on my legs either. If you must know, it’s for my 
Schnauzer." 
 
The pharmacist said, "Well, stay off your bicycle for a week! 
 
 Men!!! 
 
Lay down, what’s bothering you?  Breathe in the fresh air and LISTEN to this story.  
 
Time is like a river. You cannot touch the water twice, because the flow that has passed 
will never pass again.  Enjoy every moment of life.  
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs.  Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a 
graveside service for a homeless man.  He had no family or friends, so the service was to 
be at a pauper's cemetery in the Nova Scotia back country.  
As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I was easily lost and, being a typical man, I 
didn't stop for directions.   
 
I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse, 
nowhere in sight either.  There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating 
lunch. I felt badly and apologised to the men for being late.  I went to the side of the grave 
and looked down, the vault lid was already in place.  I didn't know what else to do, so I 
started to play. 
The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around.  I played my heart and 
soul out for this man with no family or friends.  I played like I've never played before for 
this homeless man. 
 

MEMBER”S CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR DELINQUENCY 
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And as I played "Amazing Grace", the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we all 
wept together. 
When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car.  Though my head was 
hung low, my heart was full. 
As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say: 
"Jeez mate, I’ve never seen anything like that before, and I've been putting in septic tanks 
for twenty years." 
 
Apparently, I'm still lost... they tell me it’s a man-thing. 
 
 
A mate is often at our place when putting the mag together and reads many of our jokes. 
He offered this story as a filler. Excerpt from the Advertiser Jan 5 2015.  Titled, Group 
fall into grave.  Although not intended to be funny, see if you can read it without 
getting a smile on your dial. 
 
JOHANNESBURG:  A church minister, the undertaker and several pallbearers have fallen 
into a grave during the funeral of a young man in the town of Bethlehem in central South 
Africa, local media reports. 
 A witness told the Africaans newspaper, Volksblad that shortly after the coffin was 
lowered into the ground a wooden plank on the edge of the burial pit snapped, sending the 
undertaker tumbling into the grave.  The minister then slipped and joined him, followed 
closely by several pallbearers. 
 
78 sent this awhile ago but I’m not sure if I’ve used it yet. 
 
1. I'm not saying let's go kill all the stupid people. I'm just saying let's remove all the 
warning labels and let the problem work itself out.  
2. I changed my car horn to gunshot sounds. People move out of the way much faster 
now.  
3. You can tell a lot about a woman's mood just by her hands. If they are holding a gun, 
she's probably upset.  
4. Gone are the days when girls cooked like their mothers. Now they drink like their 
fathers.  
5. You know that tingly little feeling you get when you really like someone you've just 
met? That's common sense leaving your body.  
6. I don't like making plans for the day. Because then the word "premeditated" gets 
thrown around in the courtroom.  
7. I didn't make it to the gym today. That makes 1,500 days in a row.  
8. I decided to change calling the bathroom the John and renamed it the Jim. I feel so 
much better saying I went to the Jim this morning.  
9. Dear paranoid people, who check behind shower curtains for murderers. If you find 
one, what's your plan?  
10. Everyone has a right to be stupid.  Politicians just abuse the privilege.
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⅔ cup self-raising flour    ¼ cup plain flour 
2 tblspns brown sugar    75g unsalted butter, melted 
125g dark eating chocolate, chopped  50g unsalted butter, chopped 

 
Caramel filling 

2 x 395g cans sweetened condensed milk 
⅓ cup golden syrup     50g unsalted butter, chopped. 

 
Method: - Grease an 18cm x 28cm rectangular slice pan.  Line base and sides with baking 
paper.  
To make biscuit base, place combined sifted flours, brown sugar and melted butter in a 
medium bowl.  Using your hands, mix well to form a crumbly dough.  Place in prepared 
pan.  Use base of a drinking glass to press dough firmly to cover base, 
Cook in a moderate oven (180ºC) for about 12 minutes, or until light and golden.  
Remove. 
Meanwhile, to make caramel filling, place all ingredients in a medium saucepan.  Stir over 
a low heat for about 15 minutes, or until golden brown.  Do not boil. 
Pour filling over warm biscuit base.  Smooth top.  Return to oven.  Cook for 10 minutes. 
Remove and allow to cool for 10 minutes.  Refrigerate until cold. 
Combine chocolate and butter in a heatproof bowl.  Sit bowl over a pan of simmering 
water, stir until smooth.  Allow mixture to cool to room temperature. 
Pour chocolate mixture over caramel filling.  Tap pan on a bench to create a smooth layer. 
Chocolate should cover surface.  Stand at room temperature until set.  Lift out of pan.  
Remove baking paper before cutting. 
Serve slice cut into small squares. 
Tip: -Slice can be decorated with nuts, coconut or chocolate sprinkles.   
Keep in refrigerator. 
 
 

 
 

2 tblspns dark rum    1 cup raisins 
1 cup brown sugar    ½ cup caster sugar 
150g unsalted butter, melted  1 egg, lightly beaten 
2 cups plain flour    1 tblspn cocoa powder 
100g dark eating chocolate, chopped 

IN THE KITCHEN WITH CHRIS 49. 

CHOCOLATE RUM AND RAISIN COOKIES 

CHOCOLATE CARAMEL SLICE 
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Method: - Combine rum and raisins in a small bowl.  Cover and stand overnight to soak. 
Place both sugars, butter and egg in a large bowl.  Using a wooden spoon, mix well.  Add 
combined sifted flour and cocoa.  Mix to form a soft dough.  Add raisins and chocolate.  
Using your hands, mix until well combined. 
Roll tablespoons of mixture into balls.  Arrange balls3cm apart on oven trays lined with 
baking paper.  Using the back of a fork, gently press down on each ball. 
Cook two trays at a time in a moderate oven (180ºC) for 15 minutes, swapping trays 
halfway through cooking. 
Remove. Allow to cool on trays. 
 
 
 
 

 
250g Copha     2 mars bars, finely chopped 
3 cups Rice Bubbles®   ¾ cup icing sugar mixture 
¾ cup desiccated coconut   ½ cup cocoa powder 
2 cups Milk Choc Melts®   2 tsps vegetable oil 
extra 2 Mars Bars®, to decorate 

 
Method: - Place Copha® and Mars Bars® in a large saucepan.  Stir over a low heat until 
Copha® is melted and mixture is almost smooth.  Remove and cool for 10 minutes. 
Combine Rice Bubbles®, icing sugar mixture, coconut and sifted cocoa in a large bowl.  
Add chocolate mixture.  Stir until well combined.  Place 18 paper patty cases onto a tray.  
Spoon ¼ cut mixture into cases.  Refrigerate for about 2 hours, or until set. 
Place Milk Choc Melts® in a medium heatproof bowl over a pan of simmering water.  Stir 
over heat until melted.  Remove from heat and stir in vegetable oil. 
Remove crackles from paper cases.  Dip tops of each in chocolate mixture.  Cut each extra 
Mars Bar® into 9 slices.  Arrange one slice of Mars Bar® on top of each crackle.  
Refrigerate until set. 
Tip: -The Mars Bars® won’t totally melt, so expect little lumpy pieces of caramel and 
nougat to remain. 

MARS BAR CRACKLES 
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http://www.vikingbags.com/motorcycle-saddlebags.htm 
www.motorcyclehouse.com.au/motorcycle-jackets.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               ACROSS  
  1. Gemstone. 
  3.  Eight sided figures. 
  9.  1st letter of a word. 
.10. Sample food. 
 11. Income earners. 
 13.  Bets.  
 15.  Rise. 
17.  Inroads. 
 20.  Beauty competition. 
 21.  Conjunctivitis (2 words). 
 22.  Fire lighting criminal. 
 23.  Entrance costs. 
                DOWN 
  1.  Coloured sky arcs. 
  2.  Salt water. 
  4.  Dog breed. 
  5.  Amazement. 
  6.  Notice. 
  7.  Garden building. 
  8.  Pre-preschool. 
 12.  Long adventurous journey. 
 14.  Knick knacks. 
 16.  Ranges. 
 18.  Sibling’s daughter. 
 19.  Bluish-green colour. 

A word of thanks to our sponsors, some old, some new.  An old stalwart Foodland, 
Gawler, thank you and we welcome a few newies. 

 
 

 

 

 

  
  

Robern Menz, Office Works, Maccas, 
K Mart & Motorcycle House.  Their 
Robern Menze, Officeworks, Maccas, 
K Mart & Motor Cycle House. 
Their assistance is greatly 
appreciated. 
Please show your support by 
supporting them. 

April crossword Puzzle, compiled by  
Chris 49. 

Answers next month. 
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GAWLER SECONDHAND TRADERS 
2-4 Fifteenth St, 

GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone 8523 3566 

 
If it’s Secondhand you’re seeking, give us a try first 

and even if it is not, come in anyway. 
 

Furniture, home wares, curios and knick-knacks. 
Something for everyone. 

096  
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